




































































































































































































































































SPICES 


ANTIQUES 
* SfuK 


GRANDPA'S 

PANTRY. 

%) MILE 


AMISH CHEESE 
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June 22, 2011 

From: Ixjis 3 Manrnk 

DBA Grandpa's Pantry. LLC 
RR2,Box 131A 
Buckeye, WV 24924 
^304)6534762 

To: West V irgin ia Senators 

Re Outdoor Advertising Regulations used to harm businesses 

Dear Senators. 

Some of you have received information prior to this letter. ITiis is an open letter to all the Senators to inform you of 
my situation and of the regulations that are hurting our small businesses and our communities in West Virginia 

I own a verv small business called Grandpa's Pantry located in rural Pocahontas County. We are a cheese specialty' 
store specializing in Amish products and in local products, I was visited in February by Mr .DeMotto and Mr. Light of 
die WV Department of Transportation Outdoor Advertising Division. At that time I was informed that my 4x4 hand 
panned signs located at the intersection of the road my store is on and State Route 219 were illegal and could nol be 
permitted ai the current she. 1 told the Inspectors that the signs were my front door where I post my Open and Closed 
signs My store is 7/10 mile from State Route 219 and the signs arc essential for my business. I would have to close 
w rthoul them The Inspectors were to return in March and discuss this with me Mr. DeMotto returned in April with 
an order for me remove my signs by May 6. 

I contacted many of my Legislators to try to get an amendment to die WV Code Chapter 17 Article 22 which states that 
in order for an off premise sign to be legal it must be 

within WMJ fed of tm existing business that has a sign, that is open to the public at least 25 hours per week, that is on the 
** **e I »» “«<* CJovemor and asked for a Stay order for my signs uJSZZiZtZ 
reconvenes in January m 

t started a petition to gather support for an amendment and stay order. I currently have over 1000 signatures on the 
pebboti imd mure coming each day. ^ 1 u,c 

n* WV Code sprang tnanTitk 23 United States Code As part of truly Bird Johnson s highway beautification 
program the Stales and the Secretary of 1 ransportstton were U> agree on a nlan m ... y , nCatlOD 

feet from wiy road with federal funding. The idea was to keep numerous billboards from tin " ,or 66(1 

rand «m The Outdoor Arising DWraor, of the WV Inn 

and Pop busmesses all over West Virginia « We regulauons to harm and dose small Mom 

| have been cummumcaling with JXrtegale I Rinse t ampbdl troro the be^mnino n f mi 

aroeritdcd m that busiirara can exist She is witting u> present no amendment fn the LxT^ion 'of f' ?! PtgullllitJa ' i 
needs yiMir support Small tauneu m WV needs yoursupport 11 ihc regulation, ureEj?!^Uguttature She 
receive federal funding and would also receive revenues tern the ^Himrr i it is currently h ***1 

business It would abo receive revenue tern the aign perm Ms and would still regulate stimaire ^ «Wl of 

and the kiad ccoooim^ Why are wc closing nut bus ismmrff Businesses located away from ihi- * ** ^ *** Slate 

on sign* h> survive Here in Pocahontas t omuy where we have lean than VOIJO nmole L , w*. T 11 " 1 " TOutes depend 
about 75% of our business We need sign* qicml on tourist trade for 

| have b exm in tuutoa with several US and WV legislator* Ihe Slate Atu>mey General’ s uITk. - 

>on this amendment and please lei <iur Governor know that you vunnon ir* m ir 1 ? w * lf ^ iri g 


ymi support the Mon, "* 


■ and 


Please sufjjon __ 

ihni you want to allow W cut Virginians to work, not be stud down fry the Government - 

If you would hke copies of my pctiUfKi I wilt be Ivuppy to supply those to you Please conn** tn* 

wipy I have signature* from several of our cmimjcs Bus mow* Mil over WV have been affected™ * W,1J nuut you a 

Sincerely 


UmsJ Mamak 
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